
 
 

Briefing for the Public Petitions Committee 
 
Petition Number: PE1049
 
Main Petitioner: Karen Shirron 
 
Subject: Calls on the Parliament to urge the Scottish Executive to take 
responsibility for unadopted roads, pavements and open spaces which 
previously belonged to government agencies, e.g. Scottish Homes 
 
Background 
 
Roads: Under the provisions of Section 1 of the Roads (Scotland) Act 1984 a 
local roads authority is required to manage and maintain all roads and 
pavements entered in its list of public roads.  The process whereby new roads 
are added to this list is known as adoption.   
 
A private road can be adopted on the application of at least 50% of the 
frontagers, i.e. the owners of properties fronting onto the road, or an amount 
owning more than 50% of the property fronting onto the road.  To be adopted 
the road must meet the local roads authority’s required standard, or where no 
such standard exists it must be of a standard satisfactory to the local roads 
authority.   
 
The 1984 Act limits Scottish Ministers’ road management and maintenance 
responsibilities to certain special roads, normally motorways, and the rest of 
the trunk road network.  It is unlikely that Scottish Ministers would take 
responsibility for local or residential roads as these are a matter for local roads 
authorities. 
 
When Scottish Homes was wound up its housing stock was either sold off to 
existing tenants or transferred to the ownership of a housing association.  The 
responsibility for the management and maintenance of unadopted roads 
owned by Scottish Homes was passed on to these new owners as properties 
were disposed of. 
 
Amenity Areas: Responsibility for the management and maintenance of 
amenity areas, e.g. grass verges or hard landscaping, lies with the landowner.  
In the case of former Scottish Homes property this will be the housing 
association that took ownership of the property or former tenants who bought 
their homes. 
 
Scottish Government Action 
 
Legislation and national policy governing the adoption of roads has not 
substantially changed since devolution. 
 
 
 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/petitions/docs/PE1049.htm


 
 

 
Scottish Parliament Action 
 
The Scottish Parliament has not considered this issue. 
 
Relevant Parliamentary Questions 
 
Brian Adam MSP asked a written parliamentary question on this issue during 
the first session of the Scottish Parliament. 
 
S1O-5416 - Brian Adam (North-East Scotland) (SNP): To ask the Scottish 
Executive what plans it has to discuss with Communities Scotland the 
responsibility for maintenance costs of amenity areas and unadopted roads 
and paths that have been passed to owners of former Scottish Special 
Housing Association homes. 
 
Answered by Ms Margaret Curran (13 June 2002): The Scottish Executive 
has no plans to discuss this with Communities Scotland. Responsibility for 
maintenance costs of amenity areas and unadopted roads and paths of 
former Scottish Homes (and previously Scottish Special Housing Association) 
stock lies with the owners themselves and the receiving landlords. 
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SPICe research specialists are not able to discuss the content of petition briefings with 
petitioners or other members of the public. However if you have any comments on any 
petition briefing you can email us at spice@scottish.parliament.uk
 
Every effort is made to ensure that the information contained in petitions briefings is correct at 
the time of publication. Readers should be aware however that these briefings are not 
necessarily updated or otherwise amended to reflect subsequent changes. 
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